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CENTRAL CONGREGAT IONAL CHURCH

(Destroyed)
South Liberty Btreet and Cleveland Avenue

Kew Orieans, lLouisiane

OWNER

Amerioan Missionary Assoolation

DATE OF ERECTION

1846
ARCHITECT

Unknown
BUILDER

Unknown

FRESENT CONDITION
Pemolishsed in 1936

NUMBER OF STORIES
Two and baloony

MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCT ION
Brick, cemented. Frame tower. Slete roof.

OTHER EXISTING RECORDS

Act of Sale, May 21, 1872 - New Orleans Courthouse
Aet of Sale, Jsn. 21, 1837 = Lots & bhuildings thereon
New Orlesns Courthouse

ADDITIONAL DATA

The Central Congregational Churoh was built in 1848, ac-
cording to em inscription on its cornerstone. It was originally the
Fourth Presbyterien Church. The property wes not soguired by the
church, however, until larch 24, 1858, when it wms purchased for

$4200,00 from George Bergerot of France, by an Act of sale before
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H. B. Cenas, Notary Public. The Fourth Presbyterian Church sold the
building to the Americen Migsionery Associstion of New York in 1872,
and it was dediocated to the use of the Negro Central Congregational
Church that seme year, The cornerstone mentioned above was set at
thet time.

The pames of the architect and builder of the church are not
known, although it is quite probsable thet it is the work of Henry
Howard, Architeot of the First Presbyterian Churoh, Madewood Plantation,
Jefferson Parish Courthouse in Carrollton, and verious other buildings
in New Orleans snd vioinity. He slso did several other Presbyterian
Churches. |

The design of the Central Congregational Church is not
particularly noteworthy, except for the very graceful spire. The
building oonsists of a rusticated basement story surmounted by an
ionic portico of six heavy pilasters. There were three circular headed
windows between the four center ones. The side elevation is divided
into six bays by flat pilasters, between each pair of whioh is a large
cirovlar headed wihdow,

The openings in the basement story curiocusly are not
ocentered below the large windows in the auditorium,

The cornice is very heavy with mouldings and dentils run
in stucoo over brick, cemented; except in the reasr where the brick
is exposed. The roof is of slate,

The octegonal tower is of freme oonstruction with eight
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fluted wood colums with wood bases and cast iron iomio caps. The

Slendar spire is sheathed with sheets of copper and topped with =
sopper ball,

The interior is quite ordinary. Wide stairways rise from
each end of the entrance wvestibule to the auditorium floor and
oontinue up to the baloony levels The balccony extends around three
sides of the auditorium and is supported on cast iron columms, The
ceiling is of metal, obviously an addition.

The building was demolished in 1835, just after being
measured by the Historio Amerioan Buildings Survey. Its site is
now used as a parking lot, and the ochurch has moved to another

locatione

Samuel Wilson, Jr.
May, 1935

APPROVED 3 ‘{:—J« ozl CL,,@Q&

Rioherd Koch, District Offiocer
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
IN LOUISIANA

Per, . 336 10O,



